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Thanks for picking up a copy of The 
Paton! The Patron is published by 
the Earl Smith Strand Theatre with 
the purpose of informing our 
patrons about upcoming events, 
important news, and fun facts. 
Thank you for your support of The 
Strand! 
 
       Editor      Layout & Design 
Christy Rosell      Cassi Costoulas  
 

Editorial  
Cassi Costoulas 
Manda Costoulas 
Sam Jacobsen 
Melissa Martin 
Katie Pflugradt 
Christy Rosell 
Peny Mazelle Webster 

 
Other Contributors 
Jennifer Johnson-Lynch, Kim Nogi 
 
Advertising 
To advertise in future issues, contact 
Christy Rosell at 
christy@earlsmithstrand.org or     
 770-293-0080, ext. 302. 
 
Get on the Mailing List 
Over 5,000 Strand patrons will enjoy 
this issue. The Strand also publishes a 
weekly e-newsletter with upcoming 
events and other information. 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÌÉÎÇ 
list  or  e-news list, please contact the 
Box Office.  
 

BOX OFFICE INFO 
Buy tickets by calling  770.293.0080, 
online at www.EarlSmithStrand.org, 
or by visiting 117 North Park Square 
Marietta, GA  30060. Box Office hours 
are M-F from 9 AM - noon &  1 - 4 PM. 
 
 

About the Covers... 

The Fourth of July cover shot is by Justin Hadley Photographer, a 
Marietta-based photographer who specialized in events, portraits, 
and commercial photography. For more on fourth of July events, visit 
ÐÇȢ ΨΩȢ 6ÉÓÉÔ (ÁÄÌÅÙȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÔ ×××ȢÊÕÓÔÉÎÈÁÄÌÅÙÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȢÃÏÍȢ  

 

The alternate cover shot of Blair Crimmins & The Hookers (back page) 
is by Scott McKibben Photography who Specializes in weddings, 
music events, portraits, and commercial photography. See pg. 19 for 
more on Blair Crimmins & The Hookers and the full music series!  

mailto:christy@earlsmithstrand.org
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Strand FAQ 
Q: Do you offer tours? 
A: Yes! Every Thursday at 11 AM we offer our "Behind
-the-Scenes Tour" for $5. 
 
Q: When can I look inside The Strand? 
A: The Strand is typically closed when there's not an 
event going on. As mentioned above, we have tours 
of The Strand on Thursday mornings for $5. 
 
Q: When is your box office open? 
A: Our Box Office is open from 9 AM- noon and 1 PM 
-4 PM Monday through Friday. 
 
Q: How can I found out what is happening at The 
Strand? 
A: There are several ways to stay in the loop: 

1) Our Upcoming Events Flyer is available 
outside the theatre. 
2) Our website is updated daily with events. 
3) Our Upcoming Events e-mail is released 
every week. To be added, please send an 
email to: friends@earlsmithstrand.org 
4) We post all of our events on our Facebook 
and Twitter pages. 
 

Q: How do I rent the theatre and/or event room? 
A: Please contact our events manager at 
770.293.0080 or fill out the form found on the web-
ÓÉÔÅ ÂÙ ÃÌÉÃËÉÎÇ Ȱ%ÖÅÎÔ 2ÏÏÍ 2ÅÎÔÁÌȱ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ 
page. 
 
Q: How do I buy tickets? 
A: There are several ways to purchase tickets: 

1) By phone: 770.293.0080 
2) Online: www.EarlSmithStrand.org 
3) The Box Office: 117 North Park Square | 
Marietta, GA 30060, M-F (see hours above) 

 
Q: Are there volunteer positions available? 
A: Yes, please e-mail  
cassi@earlsmithstrand.org. 
   
Q: Who is the Atlanta Lyric Theatre? 
A: In August 2008, The Atlanta Lyric Theatre an-
nounced its partnership with the Friends of the 
Strand, Inc. to relocate to the newly renovated 
Strand Theatre. The Atlanta Lyric Theatre is the only 
local professional musical theatre company in the 
metro Atlanta area. The Lyric has a full season of 
theatre shows that are performed at The Strand. 

Directions 
Earl Smith Strand Theatre 
177 North Park Square Marietta, GA 30060 
 
The Strand is located on the north side of  the 
historic Marietta Square at the corner of Cherokee 
St. and North Park Sq.  
 
Going north on 75  
Get off on exit 263 toward Marietta and merge 
onto South Marietta Parkway. After 2.8 miles, take 
a right onto Atlanta Road. After 0.4 miles, The 
Strand Theatre will be on your left at the northeast 
corner of the historic Marietta Square. 
 
Going south on 75  
Get off on exit 265 and take a right onto North 
Marietta Parkway. After 1.4 miles, take a left onto 
Church Street.  After 0.4 miles, take a left onto 
North Park Square. The Strand Theatre will be on 
your left at the northeast corner of the historic 
Marietta Square. 
 
From the Big Chicken at Cobb Parkway & 
Roswell Rd Go west on Roswell Road toward 
Marietta. After 1.7 miles take a right onto East Park 
Sq. and The Strand Theatre will be on your left at 
the northeast corner of the historic Marietta 
Square. 
 
From Barrett Parkway and Dallas Highway 
Go east on Dallas Hwy. toward Marietta. After 1.5 
miles, Dallas Hwy. turns into Whitlock Ave. 
Continue for 2.7 miles until you run into the 
Marietta Square. Take a left onto East Park Square. 
The Strand Theatre will be on your left at the 
northeast corner of the historic Marietta Square. T
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The Strand is Soooo Social 

Join our FB group, follow us on Twitter, or check in to Earl Smith Strand Theatre on Foursquare! 

 

   Twitter: StrandMarietta        Facebook Group: I Love The Strand Theatre! 
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The Social  
Network  
Staff writer Christy Rosell 

Do you have textitus* in your 
finger joints from constant 
phone updates to Facebook, 
Twitter or one of those other 
social network apps? Do you tell 
ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ 
slumber or proudly post photos 
of your dinner cuisine, vegeta-
ble garden, party photos, or 
those adorable children in your 
life? Guess what? Even theatres 
like to get social! By linking up 
×ÉÔÈ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ 
to share all of the cool events 
you plan to attend with your 
circle of friends. 

The Strand posts fun photos, 
updates fans when new events 
are added to the website, and 
gives behind-the-scene details 
about what goes on to get ready 
for a show or special event (like 
toasting hundreds of pieces of 

bread for Rocky Horror Picture 
Show).  The Strand also invites 
its Facebook fans to post their 
own pictures of events at the 
theatre (when photography is 
permitted).  

On January 11, Chris Brogan 
posted a really cool photo of 
The Strand exterior, pictured 
above, decorated with a winter 
snow storm ɀ thanks for sharing 
Chris! 

 

ɕ4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ Ȱ4ÅØÔÉÔÕÓȱ ×ÁÓ ÉÎȤ
vented for the writing of this 
story. As far as the staff knows, 
there is no known condition. 

 
Find The Strand: 

 
www.Facebook.com/
EarlSmithStrand 
 

www.Twitter.com/
StrandMarietta 
 

Weekly Emails 
Sign up for weekly emails from The Strand 
by emailing friends@earlsmithstrand.org 
or signing up in the lobby. 

Website 
www.EarlSmithStrand.org 

Snail Mail 
Earl Smith Strand Theatre 
117 North Park Square 
Marietta, GA 30060 
 
Telephone 
770-293-0080 
 
Telegram 
Huh? 

http://www.Facebook.com/EarlSmithStrand
http://www.Facebook.com/EarlSmithStrand
http://www.Twitter.com/StrandMarietta
http://www.Twitter.com/StrandMarietta
mailto:friends@earlsmithstrand.org
http://www.EarlSmithStrand.org
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Linda Farley 
Ȱ)΄ÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÕÓÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ) ÌÏÖÅ ÉÔȢ  
The variety of shows makes it fun and I have met so many 
interesting people.  I also usher at the Cobb Energy 
Centre, but especially like the hometown atmosphere at 
the Strand. 

I lived in Marietta as a child and started school here, my 
Dad was in the military so we moved many times and I 
returned to Marietta in the middle of my senior year and 
graduated from Marietta HS, then moved to middle GA, 
met my husband, married and returned to Marietta.  
Since I kept returning to Marietta I think I am meant to be 
here. 

I volunteer because I love the arts, and the art 
community.  I view it as a hobby so it is always a 
ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅȢȱ 

Becca Kienel 
Ȱ) ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÇÒÏ× ÕÐ ÉÎ -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ 
many years, and I worked across the street when the 
Cobb County Admin Building was the First National 
Bank of Cobb County.  I always thought it was so sad 
that The Strand had been allowed to fall in such a state 
of disrepair, so I was thrilled the first time I attended a 
performance after the reopening.   

I am happy to be able to support The Strand in a small 
way by volunteering.  I have made a lot of wonderful 
friends here, and I love meeting and greeting the 
ÐÁÔÒÏÎÓȢ Ȱ  

Get to Know Your Ushers! 
Staff Writer Cassi Costoulas 

Whether it be a Saturday night concert, a matinee movie, or a midnight showing of Rocky Horror 
Picture Show, if you are coming to an event at The Strand, you are going be greeted by a smiling face 
in a red vest and bowtie. Besides helping you find your seat or tearing your tickets, the ushers at The 
Strand can answer questions about the history and renovation, sometimes adding in a story or two of 
their own! 

The men and women who volunteer their time to usher at The Strand have proven to be some of the 
most patient, professional, and good natured group of volunteers you can find.  

Linda Farley and Becca Kienel are two ushers that can be seen at The Strand many weekends 
volunteering their time. We at The Strand have had the privilege of getting to know these two 
dedicated volunteers. Thank you, ladies, for all of your hard work and the joy you have brought to 
Strand patrons 

Strand 
Snapshot! 
Strand board member 
and major supporter 
Stephen W. Imler 
recently presented 
magnet school director 
Frank Timmerman with a 
$5,000 check to support 
4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÉÎ 
Education, the Cobb 
County Center for 
Excellence in the 
Performing Arts at 
Pebblebrook High 
School. The school is 
known for its real-world 
performing arts training 
and securing millions of 
dollars in scholarship 
funds for top students. 
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$50,000 Raised Through 
Bricks; Installation Slated 
for April 
Staff Writer Christy Rosell 

Kim Gresh of S.A. White Oil and Mary Karras of Bank 

of North Georgia led a team effort and raised $50,000 

ÆÏÒ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÉØ 

months.  A majority of the funds raised came from 

patrons who dedicated a brick or seat.  

Ȱ+ÉÍ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÙ ÁÒÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ 

dedicated to The Strand and make it possible for us to 

offer incredible programming and a spectacular 

ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 3ÔÒÁÎÄ 

%ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ %ÁÒÌ 2ÅÅÃÅȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄ ÉÓ Á ΫΦΧɉÃɊ

(3) nonprofit organization and community support is 

ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌȢȱ 

4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÓÔÁÆÆ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÁÌÌ ÄÏÎÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ 

ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ +ÉÍ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÆÏÒ 

their hard work!  

Over 120 bricks were installed in April. However, 

supporters still have the ability to support The Strand 

and dedicate a brick or seat plaque for future 

installation. A pledge card can be found to the right or 

on www.EarlSmithStrand.org.  

The Strand accepts donations of any size mailed to 

Friends of The Strand at PO Box 4186, Marietta, GA 

30061 or over the phone at 770-293-0080. The Friends 

of The Strand is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and 

gifts may be tax deductible.  

THANK YOU 

 FUNDRAISERS! 

Mary Karras, co-chair 

Kim Gresh, co-chair 

Jim Warren 

Fran Sutton 

Mary Ansley Southerland 

Bonnie Reavis  

Darlene Pendley 

Candace Medellin 

Dawn McEachern 

Elizabeth Manning 

Carol Ann King 

Stephen Imler 

Clayton Hiatt 

Linda Flournoy 

Faye DiMassimo 

Louise Crapps  

Judge Beverly Collins 

Dr. Liz Cole 

Cassandra & Brian Buckalew 

Alexis Amaden 
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Open Mic Nights 

Staff Writer Melissa Martin 

The Earl Smith Strand Theatre will host Open Mic Nights as a forum for 

local performers to showcase their talents for the community this July. 

Local music lovers and performers alike will 

enjoy an evening filled with personality, good 

ÈÕÍÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÉÎ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ 

fourth level event room and rooftop terrace. 

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÅÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓ 

ÁÎÄ ÓÏÎÇ×ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ #ÏÂÂ #ÏÕÎÔÙȢ )ÔȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ 

Marietta will have an opportunity to showcase 

this talent in a family-friendly and professional 

ÖÅÎÕÅ ÌÉËÅ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȟȱ said local musician 

"ÅÒÔ 2ÅÅÖÅÓȟ ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ #ÏÂÂ #ÏÕÎÔÙ $Ȣ!ȢȢ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ the 

kind of event that can build a lot of momentum and become a regular 

occurrence, while giving our local performers a way to bring their talent to 

ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ 

Open Mic Nights will be held on July 8, 15, 22, and 29 from 7 p.m. to 10:30 

p.m. with Andrew Cole as the Emcee. Doors open at 5:45 p.m. with a cash 

ÂÁÒ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ ά ÐȢÍȢ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ΓΩ ÂÅÅÒ ÁÎÄ ΓΫ ×ÉÎÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÓ ÁÌÌ ÎÉÇÈÔȢ )ÔȭÓ 

free to listen and perform. There will be limited seating available.  

Performer Registration: 

Bands or individuals must register in 

advance to schedule their "open mic" 

time. Sign up begins 30 days in advance 

via email and closes 24 hours before the 

doors open. Performers are asked to  

email  name, age, tech needs, genre, the 

number of performers in the act, and any 

additional performance info to 

andrew@earlsmithstrand.org and 

confirmations will be returned with 

performance time.  

There are 20 slots per night. Each 

performance will be limited to a two-song 

or eight-minute performance. No drum 

kits, effects petals, or tracking allowed 

and group performances may not exceed 

four members.The Strand will provide 

two ¼ inch guitar cables, two XLR Mic 

Cables, two Shure SM58 Vocal Mics, Mic 

Stands, Keyboard and a PA system. 

Summer Camp at The 

Strand 

Staff Writer Katie Pflugradt 

The Earl Smith Strand Theatre is launching a new musical 

theatre camp called Performula: A Musical Theatre 

Laboratory! Students will focus on music, dance, and 

drama in this week-long camp, culminating in a Friday 

night performance on The Strand's Stephen W. Imler 

Stage. 

"The Performula concept will be based upon active 

participation by each of the campers as they experience 

what is involved with becoming a trained performer," said 

Earl Reece, Strand executive director and camp director. 

"They will accomplish a great deal in 15 hours!" 

Performula camp  was developed by Strand Executive 

Director Earl Reece. The former educator-turned-theatre 

director served as the director of the Cobb County Center 

for Excellence in the Performing Arts at Pebblebrook High 

School for 14 years, significantly growing the program 

while preparing students for the real world of performing 

arts. Under his leadership, graduates of the Pebblebrook 

program secured millions in scholarships to a long list of 

prestigious universities and performed on Broadway in 

close to 30 shows and in numerous national tours. 

Each camp session lasts for five half-days, Monday 

through Friday. Students can sign up for a week-long 

session July 11-15 or July 25-29. Students will be grouped 

by grade level, with rising fourth through rising seventh 

grade from 9 a.m. to noon, and rising eighth through 

twelfth grade from 1 to 4 p.m. 

The price is $150 per student and only 50 spots are 

available per age group per week. Camp reservations can 

be made by faxing/mailing the forms available at 

www.EarlSmithStrand.org to The Strand or in person at 

The Strand box office Monday through Friday between 9 

a.m. and noon and 1 and 4 p.m. Full payment is due at the 

time of sign-up. 

 

)ÔȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ -ÁÒÉȤ

etta will have an op-

portunity to showcase 

this talent in a family-

friendly and profes-

sional venue like The 

Strand 
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3ÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ) $Ïȱ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄ 

Reprinted with permission of Cobb Life Magazine 

By Kim Nogi 

Wedding bells are ringing at the Earl Smith Strand Theatre 

as the venue continues to offer more than just movies. 

On May 30, 2009, Tyler Richardson and Jamie Savincki 

made history as the first couple to tie the knot on the stage 

ÏÆ -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁ 3ÑÕÁÒÅȭÓ 3ÔÒÁÎÄ 4ÈÅÁÔÒÅȢ 

Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÄÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ 

ÍÙ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ×ÉÌÌȟ ÔÏÏȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 3ÁÖÉÎÃËÉ-Richardson, 

a native of Marietta. 

Jamie and Tyler met when performing in a stage show 

together. In honor of their first meeting, the couple 

decided to get married onstage. After hearing about the 

renovation of The Strand, they chose to have their 

wedding at the theatre because of the festive ambiance 

and the large capacity of the venue. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÁÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÅÌÅÇÁÎÔ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÁÓÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÁØÅÄȟȱ 

said Savincki-2ÉÃÈÁÒÄÓÏÎȢ Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȢȱ 

The art deco theatre provided a unique atmosphere for the 

×ÅÄÄÉÎÇȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎ ÂÙ 

Ira Pitman, the organist of Mt. Bethel United Methodist 

Church. 

/Î ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅȭÓ ΧίΩΦÓ 

ÒÅÐÌÉÃÁ ÍÁÒÑÕÅÅ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ Ȱ#ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ 4ÙÌÅÒ ÁÎÄ 

*ÁÍÉÅ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄÓÏÎȱ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÑÕÁÒÅȢ 

Ȱ/ÕÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÉÅÓ )ȭÖÅ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 

ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ Á ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 

Dr. Jim Bradshaw, the officiant of the ceremony. 

Father and mother of the bride, Stanley and Joyce 

Savincki, welcomed more than 200 guests to the wedding. 

4ÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÂÏÔÈ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÍÉÎÇ 

event rooms, boasting coffered ceilings, etched windows 

and teardrop chandeliers rescued from a historic hotel in 

Atlanta. Guests also enjoyed an excellent view of Marietta 

Square, Glover Park, and Kennesaw Mountain from the 

ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅȭÓ ÒÏÏÆÔÏÐ Ȱ#ÏÂÂ 4ÅÒÒÁÃÅȢȱ 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÍÅÔ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÆÆ ×ÁÓ 

ÖÅÒÙ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȟ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 3ÔÁÎÌÅÙ 

3ÁÖÉÎÃËÉȢ Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎÙ ÂÅÔÔÅÒȢȱ 

Since this May 2009 wedding, 13 couples have tied the 

knot at The Strand and over 30 have cut the cake in the 

private event space. 

Photos by Renee Brock 
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In addition to weddings and wedding receptions, the venue 

is commonly used for rehearsal dinners, wedding 

receptions, holiday parties, art shows, corporate 

workshops, lectures and other events. The theatre offers 

catering from a variety of vendors, including Carriage 

(ÏÕÓÅ #ÁÔÅÒÉÎÇȟ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌȭÓ $ÅÓÓÅÒÔÓȟ $ÁÖÅ 0ÏÅȭÓ ""1ȟ ÁÎÄ 

Sugar Cakes. 

!ÌÌ ÒÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÓÐÁÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ 

for a 10% discount on engraved bricks and commemorative 

theatre seats. 

The historic Earl Smith Strand Theatre in Marietta, Ga. is 

dedicated to showcasing all forms of art ɀ film, stage 

productions, concerts, theatre organ concerts, festivals, 

televised events, fashion shows, art shows, and private 

events. The 1935 theatre reopened in January 2009 after 

seven years of renovation efforts with the help of Friends of 

the Strand, Inc., a devoted group of community leaders. 

The Strand aims to enhance the cultural fabric of the 

Marietta community through the presentation of the finest 

arts possible while supporting the advancement of arts 

education. 

More information is available at www.EarlSmithStrand.org 

or 770-293-0080. The Earl Smith Strand Theatre is located 

at 117 North Park Square in Marietta. 

Holiday Nights  
& Lights  
in Marietta 
Staff Writer Penny Mazelle Webster 

The Earl Smith Strand Theatre is an 

enchanting setting for magical holi-

day socials. Every year, local compa-

nies host their holiday cocktail par-

ties, luncheons, and dinners in special 

event rooms at the historic Strand 

4ÈÅÁÔÒÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÅ× ÆÒÏÍ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ 

rooftop of downtown Marietta build-

ings illuminated with thousands of 

white Christmas lights, luminaries 

ÐÅÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËȭÓ ÐÁÖÅÒÓȟ ×ÈÉÔÅ 

snowflakes on the street lamps, and 

the Glover Park Christmas tree is truly 

magical. One patron once compared 

herself to Cinderella when taking in 

the sights. 

The Cobb County Medical Society was 

the first organization to host a private 

party at The Strand in November of 

2008, before The Strand was officially 

open. The yearly get-together at the 

theatre has been an annual holiday 

ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÔÏÒÓȭ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÅÖÅÒ 

since. 

Society Executive Director Joanne 

Thurston says The Strand is a spec-

tacular setting for a holiday event 

ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅȭÓ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÉÅÎÔ 

location, the patio overlooking the 

-ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁ 3ÑÕÁÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ 

ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇȱ ÉÎ 'ÌÏÖÅÒ 0ÁÒËȢ 

In addition to holiday events, The 

Strand is a popular venue for wed-

dings, rehearsal dinners, receptions, 

birthday and anniversary parties, cor-

porate retreats, and fundraisers. Party 

hosts enjoy the choice of catering 

from several proven vendors that en-

sure the best quality food and service, 

including Carriage House Catering, 

$ÁÖÅ 0ÏÅȭÓ ""1ȟ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌȭÓ $ÅÓÓÅÒÔÓȟ 

and Sugar Cakes Patisserie. 

Celebrate the holidays with your com-

pany, colleagues, and clients at The 

Strand this year. Holiday cocktail 

party space rental begins at $1,000 

and luncheons start as low as $300. 

Detailed rates, catering, and bar infor-

mation is available at by contacting 

Andrew Cole, Strand events manager, 

at 770-293-0080, ext. 286 or emailing 

Andrew@EarlSmithStrand.org. More 

information about room capacity is 

available by visiting 

www.EarlSmithStrand.org and click-

ÉÎÇ ÏÎ Ȱ%ÖÅÎÔ 2ÏÏÍ 2ÅÎÔÁÌȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

left. 

Above: The grand curtain of red velvet makes for a 

theatrical backdrop! The rooftop terrace hosted reception 

activities including dancing and a bouquet toss.  
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A Theatrical Backdrop 
Strand open for photo shoots 
Staff writer Christy Rosell 
Stacy Ann Davidson, a bride whose wedding was in the 
Caribbean this spring, wanted a more dramatic 
backdrop for her wedding dress photos. The Strand was 
ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 3ÔÁÃÙȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃ ÇÏ×Î ÁÎÄ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈ 
veil, captured by wedding photographer Cayce 
Callaway, who can be found at 
www.caycecallaway.com. 

High school seniors, newly engaged couples, and brides 
are always looking for a dramatic backdrop for their 
special photos, and the Earl Smith Strand Theatre has 
become a popular place to capture those moments. The 
Strand offers use of the entire facility for one-hour 
photography sessions for $200, subject to availability 
(photographer not included). Photo sessions can be 
scheduled up to two months in advance with Andrew 
Cole by emailing Andrew@EarlSmithStrand.org or 
calling 770-293-0080, ext. 286. 

3ÅÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎ ÃÏÌÏÒ ÏÎ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ 
Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/
EarlSmithStrand. 

Photos by Cayce Callaway Photography  
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Blair Crimmins & the Hookers. Friday, July 8, 2011, 8 p.m. Crimmins and his Hook-

ers return to The Strand as demanded by their Marietta fans. They may be based in 

Cabbagetown, Atlanta but their music pulls on the addictive styles of New Orleans 

ÊÁÚÚȢ "ÌÁÉÒ #ÒÉÍÍÉÎÓ΄ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÉÓ Á ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÂÌÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÇÒÉÔÔÙ ÒÁÇÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ȬΨΦÓ ÁÎÄ ȬΩΦÓ 

swing with clever lyrics and contemporary style. The band has eclectic orchestra-

tions featuring any combination of saxophones, trumpet, trombone, clarinet, accor-

dion, banjo, guitar, bass, organ, and auxiliary percussion. All ages. Tickets are $12 in 

advance and $15 at the door.  

 

The Sock Hops. Saturday, July 23, 2011, 8 p.m. From The Four Seasons to The Four 

Tops, from The Temptations to The Tokens, The Sock Hops specialize in the four-

ÐÁÒÔ ÈÁÒÍÏÎÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅÓȭ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ȭΫΦÓȟ ȭάΦÓȟ ÁÎÄ ȭέΦÓȢ 0ÁÔÒÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ 

sway, jive, and boogie to hits such as The Lion Sleeps Tonight, Blue Moon, Runaround 

3ÕÅȟ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ $ÁÒÌÉÎȭ, and How Deep is Your Love? All ages. Tickets are $12 in advance 

and $15 at the door.  

 

Burt & The Bandits. Saturday, July 30, 2011, 8 p.m. Burt & The Bandits, a new At-

lanta-based show band with proven Atlanta performers, is bringing that Southern-

fried country fun back to the stage with songs audiences know by heart. The set list 

plays like a honky-tonk jukebox featuring the music of iconic country legends: 

Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, Jerry Reed, Charlie Daniels, Waylon Jennings, Merle 

Haggard, George Jones, and the list goes on. Each member of this four-piece band 

performs dressed as characters from the film, Smokey & The Bandit. The Bandit 

himself leads the charge on vocals. Sheriff Buford T. Justice is close behind on the 

drums, his flashing blue lights illuminating the stage. The Snowman handles lead 

guitar while Big Enos Burdette, decked out in rhinestones, tickles the ivories and 

plays keyboard and bass. All ages. Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the door.  

 

A1A Jimmy Buffett Tribute Show with Jeff Pike. Friday, August 5, 2011, 8 p.m. Let 

this energetic, outrageously fun Buffett band whisk you away to a beach where it's 5 

o'clock and there's a margarita somewhere. Since 1992, A1A has been internation-

ally recognized as the Official and Original Jimmy Buffet Tribute Show and the only 

band sanctioned by Jimmy Buffett himself. Be prepared to have your fins in the air, 

congas in a line, warm breeze in your face and sand between your toes while A1A 

brings the Caribbean to you. Ages 18+. Tickets are $12 in advance & $15 at the door.  

 

 

Compiled by staff writer Katie Pflugradt 
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The Whiskey Gentry. Saturday, August 20, 2011, 8 p.m. Formed in the spring of 2009, The Whiskey Gen-

ÔÒÙ ÉÓ Á ÂÁÎÄ ÏÆ !ÔÌÁÎÔÁ ÍÉÓÆÉÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÆÙ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ !ÔÌÁÎÔÁȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÍÁÒËÅÔȢ &ÒÏÍ ÂÌÕÅÇÒÁÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÎË 

to gospel to outlaw country to old-time rock and roll, The Whiskey Gentry combine accomplished musi-

cianship with high-ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÓÔÁÇÅ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÎÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÐÉÃËÉÎȭ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÎÃÉÎȭ ÉÎ -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁȢ 

The Whiskey Gentry is a motley crew full of experienced and hungry musicians from all walks of life with a 

few very important things in common: the desire to play good music, have fun, and entertain folks. All 

ages. Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the door.  

 

The Packway Handle Band. Friday, October 7, 2011, 8 p.m. Patrons are sure to enjoy a night of 

ȰÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÂÌÕÅÇÒÁÓÓȱ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ 0ÁÃË×ÁÙ (ÁÎÄÌÅ "ÁÎÄȭÓ ÓÈÏ×ȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÈÅÁÒ thought-provoking song-

writing and clever arrangements of bluegrass traditionals, all delivered with crackling energy. The Pack-

way Handle Band emerged from a small bluegrass scene in Athens, Georgia in 2001, finding national ac-

claim first as finalists at the Telluride bluegrass competition in 2002 and 2003, and then taking second 

place in 2004.  The Packway Handle Band has been on a roll since its 2003 debut album and is continuing 

to win over fans and rack up awards, traveling often and performing 200 shows a year. All ages. Tickets 

are $12 in advance and $15 at the door.  

 

Yacht Rock Revue. Friday, November 18, 2011, 8 p.m. The Yacht Rock Revue pays tribute to the smooth 

hits of the late '70s including Michael McDonald, Hall & Oates, and Steely Dan. The Yacht Rock Revue 

picked up three awards in the 2010 Creative Loafing Best of Atlanta: The Critics Pick for "Best Excuse to 

ÇÅÔ $ÒÕÎË ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ $ÁÄ΅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÁÄÅÒÓ 0ÉÃË ÆÏÒ ΅"ÅÓÔ ,ÏÃÁÌ /ÖÅÒÁÌÌ -ÕÓÉÃ !ÃÔ΅ ÁÎÄ ΅"ÅÓÔ #ÏÖÅÒ "ÁÎÄȢȱ 

If that wasn't enough praise, the Sunday Paper listed them as the one of the 100 most influential people, 

groups, and places in Atlanta. Ages 18+. Tickets are $15 in advance and $18 at the door.  

 

Please PleaseRock Me (Beatles/Pink Floyd Tribute). Saturday, November 19, 2011, 8 p.m. Members of 

the Yacht Rock Revue present their alter-ÅÇÏȟ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ2ÏÃË -Åȟ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ "ÅÁÔÌÅÓȭ Sgt. Pep-

ÐÅÒȭÓ ,ÏÎÅÌÙ (ÅÁÒÔÓ #ÌÕÂ "ÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ 0ÉÎË &ÌÏÙÄȭÓ The Dark Side of the Moon - both albums in their entirety 

from start to finish. These two albums defined the limitless boundaries of recording techniques and inno-

vation.  The REMakes, Atlanta's best tribute to Georgia's own R.E.M., will open the show by performing 

their 1987 release, Document.  At #41 on Rolling Stone magazine's Top 100 albums of the '80s, this is the 

record that launched the Athens natives to platinum status. All ages. Tickets are $15 in advance and $18 at 

the door.  

 

Jeffrey Bützer and T.T Mahony Present Vince Guaraldi's A Charlie Brown Christmas. Tuesday, December 

20, 2011, 3 p.m. & 8 p.m. Jeffrey Butzer and T.T. Mahoney present a jazzy musical tribute to Vince Guar-

ÁÌÄÉȭÓ A Charlie Brown Christmas. Special guests, Sorry No Ferrari, perform The Ventures Christmas Album ɀ 

ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÁÓÔÅ ÏÆ ȬάΦÓ ÓÕÒÆȢ Creative Loafing ÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÈÏ× Ȱ! .Å× #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 4ÒÁȤ

ÄÉÔÉÏÎȱ ÉÎ ΨΦΧΦ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÓÈÏ×Ó ×ÅÒÅ ÐÁÃËÅÄ ɀ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓȢ !ÌÌ ÁÇÅÓȢ 4ÉÃËÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ΓΧΨ ÉÎ ÁÄȤ

vance and $15 at the door.  

Thanks to our Music Series 2011 Sponsors! 
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A Double Feature 

Staff writer Christy Rosell 

A packed house of Earl Smith Strand 

Theatre supporters attended A Double 

Feature fundraising gala, where guests 

enjoyed big entertainment. Surprise 

guest, Larry Gatlin of the Gatlin 

Brothers, sang Happy Birthday and a 

few of his Top 50 hits to Strand Chair 

Earl Smith, who turned 80 and to The 

Strand, which was celebrating its two-

year anniversary since the $5.7 million 

renovation and grand reopening. 

Along with birthday confetti shooting 

out of cannons, a champagne toast, and 

ÁÒÔÆÕÌ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÃÁËÅ ÂÙ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌȭÓ 

$ÅÓÓÅÒÔÓȟ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ 

high energy entertainment on the 

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ 7Ȣ )ÍÌÅÒ ÓÔÁÇÅ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ ,ÉÖÉÎȭ 

Large, Dance Stop Studios, 

0ÅÂÂÌÅÂÒÏÏËȭÓ #ÏÍ0!ÎÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÖÅ ÏÒÇÁÎ 

music by Ron Carter. Artist Eduin Rosell 

donated a painting of Earl Smith to The 

Strand to remember and honor all of 

Smith's efforts in bringing The Strand to 

life. And a delicious spread of hors 

d'oeuvres was provided by Carriage 

House Catering and elegant floral 

arrangements were designed by Martha 

Leatherwood. This event was made 

possible in part by presenting sponsor 

Ticket Biscuit, Delta Community Credit 

Union, and Terry Chandler.  Thank you 

for all your wonderful birthday wishes 

for The Strand - it has truly been a 

wonderful two years and the Big Three 

is just around the corner! 

Larry Gatlin, in a surprise appearance,  sang 

Ȱ(ÁÐÐÙ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȱ ÔÏ %ÁÒÌ 3ÍÉÔÈȢ  

A portrait of Earl Smith by Eduin Rosell hangs in The Strand's lobby, com-

ÍÅÍÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓȢ  
All photos on this page by Day in the Life Photography, who donated  

their services for the Double Feature. 
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Celebrate America at Your 
Local Historic Theatre 
 

Staff writer Christy Rosell 
 

/ÎÅ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÐÁÓÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÓ ÇÒÁÂÂÉÎÇ Á 
warm, buttery popcorn and a Co-Cola and taking in a 
Hollywood flick at your classic neighborhood theatre. 
This Fourth of July weekend, you have an opportunity 
to celebrate your independence at the historic Earl 
Smith Strand Theatre, whether you prefer the high 
energy of a live show, a patriotic parade, or watching a 
striking fireworks display unfold.  
 
-ÏÔÏ×Îȟ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ -ÕÓÉÃ 
4ÈÅÁÔÒÅ ÌÏÖÅÒÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÏÆ Tribute to Motown, 
a musical revue at The Strand July 1-4. Performers will 
add a patriotic twist to a show centered around 
Motown classics like Stop in the Name of Love and My 
Girl. For more information on this show, please see the 
article below.  
 
4ÈÅ 3ËÙȭÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÍÉÔ 
)Æ ÆÉÒÅ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÒÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÔȟ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÅ 
terrace is a fab venue to see the sky light up on July 4. 
'ÕÅÓÔÓ ÅÎÊÏÙ ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁȭÓ ÄÁÚÚÌÉÎÇ ÆÉÒÅ×ÏÒËÓ 
from the fourth level Cobb Terrace with a cocktail in 
ÈÁÎÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÑÕÁÒÅȭÓ 
streets is pretty unbelievable too. The fireworks will 
light the sky after dark, estimated to be between 8:30 
and 9 p.m. and the doors and bar will open at 6 p.m. 
Cobb Life Magazine recently named the terrace the 
΅"ÅÓÔ 0ÌÁÃÅ ÔÏ 3ÅÅ Ǫ "Å 3ÅÅÎȢȱ !ÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ΓΧΫ ÁÎÄ 
will be limited to 120 people. 
 
 

 
 

Parading Patriotics 
On the morning of Monday, July 4, parade-watchers 
ÃÁÎ ÐÅÒÃÈ ÏÎ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÒÏÏÆÔÏÐȟ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ Á "ÉÒÄȭÓ 
Eye Parade View of the floats, marching bands, beauty 
ÑÕÅÅÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÏÕÔÆÉÔÓ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
Freedom Parade by City of Marietta. A cash bar will 
include Bloody Marys, Mimosas, Screwdrivers, and 
other morning beverages. Only 100 people will enjoy 
4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÌÏÆÔÙ ÖÉÅ× ÁÎÄ ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ΓΧΦȢ )Ô ÉÓ 
recommended that guests purchase tickets in advance 
as the event has sold out the past two years.  

Johnny Walker Photography 

#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ  
Independence with  
-ÏÔÏ×ÎȭÓ 3ÏÕÌÆÕÌ 3ÏÕÎÄÓ 
Staff Writer Penny Mazelle Webster  

The Earl Smith Strand Theatre is bringing Motown to 
Marietta this Fourth of July weekend featuring hits by 
Michael Jackson, Diana Ross, The Temptations, The Four 
Tops, Stevie Wonder, and a host of Motown greats.   

 Ȱ/ÕÒ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÆÏÒ )ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ $ÁÙ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÔÏ 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȟ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÌÉÖÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȟȱ 
said Earl Reece, Strand director and show producer/
ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢ Ȱ7ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ -ÏÔÏ×Î ÍÕÓÉÃ ÆÏÒ ÏÖÅÒ ΫΦ 
years, and still, young people today know the words to 
songs like My Girl and Stop in the Name of Love. Motown 
ÉÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃȢȱ 

4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ Tribute to Motown musical revue will be a 

non-stop salute 
to some of the 
best music in the 
history of 
America. The 
show will tell the 
story of the 
origins of Motown, starting when Berry Gordy opened 
Motown Records in 1959 and posted a sign that 
ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ Ȱ(ÉÔÓÖÉÌÌÅȟ 5Ȣ3Ȣ!Ȣȱ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ Á 
reason to brag - yet.  But soon his prediction came true. 
Emerging at the peak of the civil rights movement, 
Motown gave Americans everything they could want in 
music: anguish, romance, joy, and a reason to dance. 

Tribute to Motown promises to be a show filled with fun 
and exciting memories of extraordinary Motown sounds. 
Patrons can move, dance, laugh, and romance to the 
vibes of Motown, Friday and Saturday, July 1 & 2 at 8 
p.m. and Sunday and Monday, July 3 & 4 at 3 p.m. Tickets 
are only $12 in advance and $15 day of show. 
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