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Thanks for picking up a copy of 
the Patron! The Patron is 
published by the Earl Smith 
Strand Theatre with the 
purpose of informing our 
patrons about upcoming 
events, important news, and 
fun facts. Thank you for your 
support of The Strand! 
 

Layout/Design: Manda Costoulas 
Editor:  Cassi Costoulas  
      
Editorial  
Manda Costoulas 
Melissa Martin 
Katie Pflugradt 
Christy Rosell 
Ethan Smith 
Earl Reece 
Ron Carter 
Ali Olhausen  
 

Other Contributors 
Margaret Landers, Marietta Daily Journal 
Joyce Ann Richards 
 

Advertising 
To advertise in future issues, contact 
Cassi Costoulas at 
cassi@earlsmithstrand.org or     
 770-293-0080, ext. 302. 
 
Get on the Mailing List 
Over 5,000 Strand patrons will enjoy this 
issue. The Strand also publishes a 
weekly e-newsletter with upcoming 
events and other information. 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÌÉÎÇ 
list  or  e-news list, please contact the 
Box Office.  
 

BOX OFFICE INFO 
Buy tickets by calling  770.293.0080, 
online at www.EarlSmithStrand.org, or 
by visiting 117 North Park Square 
Marietta, GA  30060. Box Office hours 
are M-F from 9 AM - noon &  1 - 4 PM. 
 
 

About the Covers... 

About the Front Cover: You might not of heard of Please PleaseRock Me, 
ÔÈÅ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÁ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ 9ÁÃÈÔ 2ÏÃË 2ÅÖÕÅ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ 
probably heard of The Beatles or Pink Floyd. Check out page 27 to read 
more about the music series, and how these guys are going to be 
combining Sgt. Pepper, the Dark Side of the Moon, and Wizard of Oz. 

About the Back Cover: A Day in the Life Photography took this picture of 
Ron Carter playing our Mighty Allen theatre organ back in January and it is 
one of our favorites.  Powerful, unique, and emotional, A Day in the Life 
Photography is located on the Marietta square and can be found at 
www.adayinthelifephotography.net 

mailto:christy@earlsmithstrand.org
http://www.adayinthelifephotography.net
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Strand FAQ 
Q: Do you offer tours? 
A: Yes! Every Thursday at 11 AM we offer our "Behind
-the-Scenes Tour" for $5. 
 
Q: When can I look inside The Strand? 
A: The Strand is typically closed when there's not an 
event going on. As mentioned above, we have tours 
of The Strand on Thursday mornings for $5. 
 
Q: When is your box office open? 
A: Our Box Office is open from 9 AM- noon and 1 PM 
-4 PM Monday through Friday. 
 
Q: How can I found out what is happening at The 
Strand? 
A: There are several ways to stay in the loop: 

1) Our Upcoming Events flyer is available out-
side the theatre. 
2) Our website is updated daily with events. 
3) Our Upcoming Events e-mail is released 
every week. To be added, visit our web page 
ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ Ȱ*ÏÉÎ /ÕÒ -ÁÉÌÉÎÇ ,ÉÓÔȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎȢ 
4) We post all of our events on our Facebook 
and Twitter pages. 
 

Q: How do I rent the theatre and/or event rooms? 
A: Please contact our events manager, Andrew Cole, 
at 770.293.0080 or fill out the form found on the web-
ÓÉÔÅ ÂÙ ÃÌÉÃËÉÎÇ Ȱ%ÖÅÎÔ 2ÏÏÍ 2ÅÎÔÁÌȱ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ 
page. 
 
Q: How do I buy tickets? 
A: There are several ways to purchase tickets: 

1) By phone: 770.293.0080 
2) Online: www.EarlSmithStrand.org 
3) The Box Office: 117 North Park Square | 
Marietta, GA 30060, M-F (see hours above) 

 
Q: Are there volunteer positions available? 
A: E-mail katie@earlsmithstrand.org please. 
   
Q: Who is the Atlanta Lyric Theatre? 
A: In August 2008, The Atlanta Lyric Theatre an-
nounced its partnership with the Friends of the 
Strand, Inc. to relocate to the newly renovated 
Strand Theatre. The Atlanta Lyric Theatre is the only 
local professional musical theatre company in the 
metro Atlanta area. The Lyric has a full season of 
theatre shows that are performed at The Strand. 

Directions 
Earl Smith Strand Theatre 
117 North Park Square Marietta, GA 30060 
 
The Strand is located on the north side of  the 
historic Marietta Square at the corner of Cherokee 
St. and North Park Sq.  
 
Going north on 75  
Get off on exit 263 toward Marietta and merge 
onto South Marietta Parkway. After 2.8 miles, take 
a right onto Atlanta Road. After 0.4 miles, The 
Strand Theatre will be on your left at the northeast 
corner of the historic Marietta Square. 
 
Going south on 75  
Get off on exit 265 and take a right onto North 
Marietta Parkway. After 1.4 miles, take a left onto 
Church Street.  After 0.4 miles, take a left onto 
North Park Square. The Strand Theatre will be on 
your left at the northeast corner of the historic 
Marietta Square. 
 
From the Big Chicken at Cobb Parkway & 
Roswell Rd Go west on Roswell Road toward 
Marietta. After 1.7 miles take a right onto East Park 
Sq. and The Strand Theatre will be on your left at 
the northeast corner of the historic Marietta 
Square. 
 
From Barrett Parkway and Dallas Highway 
Go east on Dallas Hwy. toward Marietta. After 1.5 
miles, Dallas Hwy. turns into Whitlock Ave. 
Continue for 2.7 miles until you run into the 
Marietta Square. Take a left onto East Park Square. 
The Strand Theatre will be on your left at the 
northeast corner of the historic Marietta Square. T
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The Strand is Soooo Social 

Join our FB group, follow us on Twitter, or check in to Earl Smith Strand Theatre on Foursquare! 

 

  Twitter: StrandMarietta        Facebook : www.Facebook.com/EarlSmithStrand 
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Ghost: The Ghostly Ghost of 
The Strand 
Staff Writer Manda Costoulas 

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÎ ÏÌÄ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÌÉÆÅȢ )ȭÍ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȟ 
and I know it well ɀ its nooks and crannies, the creaks 
and pops as it settles, its pipes flowing air and water 
through the theatre. But no matter how much time you 
spend here, it will keep proving to 
you that it has a mind of its own. 

About a month ago, I was searching 
in the theatre for a wallet that a pa-
tron had left behind at one of our 
movies. Armed with a flashlight and 
the glow of the balcony lights, I 
went row by row down the theatre 
looking under seats. As I got closer 
to the stage, the seats began to be 
swallowed up by the darkness 
ahead. Now, in the middle of the 
afternoon on a Tuesday, with my 
coworkers bustling around doing 
everything needed to keep the thea-
tre up and running, this situation 
ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÏÔÈÅÒÅÄ 
ÍÅȢ "ÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÌÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÄÁÒËȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÓȤ
sible not to let your imagination get the best of you. 
4ÈÁÔ ÉÓȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÃÌÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ 

work in a theatre in 
the first place. 

So there I was, de-
scending into the 
darkness, my weak 
flashlight beam barely 
penetrating the 
gloom far enough to 
reach underneath the 
seats, and all I can 
think about is Ghost. 
Ghost is the cleverly 
named spirit of The 
Strand, which, I like to 
think, has just as 
much a sense of hu-
mor as we do. Occa-
ÓÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÈÅȭÌÌ ÓÔÅÁÌ ÔÈÅ 
copies you forgot to 
print out, delete the 
email you were sup-
posed to send days 

ÁÇÏ ɉȰ/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ) ÓÅÎÔ ÉÔ -- 'ÈÏÓÔ ÍÕÓÔȭÖÅ ÄÅÌÅÔÅÄ ÉÔ ÂÅȤ
ÆÏÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÁÄ ÉÔȦȱɊȟ ÏÒ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÖÁÔÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÄÅÓȟ 
just for kicks. This night, I swear Ghost was messing 
with me. The red carpet aisle was turning to black just 
as I was passing the side door to the theatre. I was 
steeling myself to get through the impenetrable dark-
ness to get to the next light switch ɀ the only problem 
being that in order to get to the light switch, I had to 
pass by the open maw of the orchestra pit which, while 
perfectly docile during the day, had obviously turned 

into a black pit of despair once the sun 
went down. There were things down 
there in the dark, I just knew it. There 
may have even been a dragon. So I did 
what any self-respecting young woman 
who read way too many fantasy books 
as a kid would do. I squared my shoul-
ders, gripped my flashlight, and ran like 
the wind for the light switch. I reached 
the light, flicked it on,  and swung 
around to look at what was behind me 
(secretly hoping for the dragon) all the 
while holding onto the switch like it 
was the last chopper out of Saigon. 

The theatre was empty. I looked down, 
and guess what I saw? The very wallet 
left by the patron that had brought me 
here in the first place. 

I swear Ghost is never going to let me live that one 
down. 
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The Social  
Network  
Contributor Christy Rosell 

Do you have textitus* in your 
finger joints from constant 
phone updates to Facebook, 
Twitter or one of those other 
social network apps? Do you tell 
ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ 
slumber or proudly post photos 
of your dinner cuisine, vegeta-
ble garden, party photos, or 
those adorable children in your 
life? Guess what? Even theatres 
like to get social! By linking up 
×ÉÔÈ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ 
to share all of the cool events 
you plan to attend with your 
circle of friends. 

The Strand posts fun photos, 
updates fans when new events 
are added to the website, and 
gives behind-the-scene details 
about what goes on to get ready 
for a show or special event (like 
toasting hundreds of pieces of  

 

 

bread for The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show).  The Strand also 
invites its Facebook fans to post 
their own pictures of events at 
the theatre (when photography 
is permitted).  

On January 11, Chris Brogan 
posted a really cool photo of 
The Strand exterior, pictured 
above, decorated with a winter 
snow storm ɀ thanks for sharing 
Chris! 

 

ɕ4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ Ȱ4ÅØÔÉÔÕÓȱ ×ÁÓ ÉÎȤ
vented for the writing of this 
story. As far as the staff knows, 
there is no known condition. 

 
Find The Strand: 

 
www.Facebook.com/
EarlSmithStrand 
 

www.Twitter.com/
StrandMarietta 
 

Weekly Emails 
Sign up for weekly emails from The Strand 
by emailing friends@earlsmithstrand.org 
or signing up in the lobby. 

Website 
www.EarlSmithStrand.org 

Snail Mail 
Earl Smith Strand Theatre 
117 North Park Square 
Marietta, GA 30060 
 
Telephone 
770-293-0080 
 
Telegram 
Huh? 

A Bit of Strand History: The Marquee 
The marquee you see 
today is a replica of the 
1935 marquee, down to 
the gold and red colors. 
The addition of a digital 
LED board replaces the 
original letter board. 
However, the marquee 
still features letter 
boards on both sides for 
the sake of 
memorabilia. In 1935, 
the small black sign that 
sits on top of the large 
Ȱ342!.$ȱ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÉÎÇ 
was not lit like it is now 
at night. Those are the 
only changes from the 
original sign. Six-
hundred and ten light 
bulbs light the sidewalk 
under the marquee. It is 
quite a site to see in the 
evening! 

http://www.Facebook.com/EarlSmithStrand
http://www.Facebook.com/EarlSmithStrand
http://www.Twitter.com/StrandMarietta
http://www.Twitter.com/StrandMarietta
mailto:friends@earlsmithstrand.org
http://www.EarlSmithStrand.org

