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This is the inaugural issue of 
the Patron. Thanks for picking 
up a copy! The Patron is pub-
lished by the Earl Smith Strand 
Theatre with the purpose of in-
forming our patrons about up-
coming events, important 
news, and fun facts. Thank you 
for your support of The Strand! 
 
Editor       Layout & Design 
Christy Rosell      Cassi Costoulas  
 

Editorial  
Andrew Cole 
Cassi Costoulas 
Manda Costoulas 
Sam Jacobsen 
Melissa Martin 
Earl Reece 
Christy Rosell 

 
Other Contributors 
Sally Litchfield, Marietta Daily Journal 
Jan Galt Russell, Marietta History  
Museum 
 
Advertising 
To advertise in future issues, contact 
Christy Rosell at 
christy@earlsmithstrand.org or      
770-293-0080, ext. 302. 
 
Get on the Mailing List 
Over 4,000 Strand patrons will enjoy 
this issue. The Strand also publishes 
a weekly e-newsletter with upcom-
ing events and other information. 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÌȤ
ing list  or  e-news list, please contact 
the Box Office.  
 

BOX OFFICE CONTACT 
Tickets can be bought by calling   
770.293.0080 or, online at 
www.EarlSmithStrand.org, or by vis-
iting us at 117 North Park Square 
Marietta, GA  30060. Box Office 
hours are M-F from 9 AM -  noon and  
1 PM- 4PM. 
 
 

mailto:christy@earlsmithstrand.org
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Memories: Marietta  
Remembers The Strand 
 
"I worked at The Strand in 1962 and 1963 in the con-
cession stand and ticket booth... Once there was a 
"midnight" horror movie, The Screaming Skull, and in 
one of the scariest moments a skeleton came sliding 
down a line that was connected to the projection 
room to the stage. Everyone screamed bloody mur-
der! It was great." - Naucie Lovett Whitfield 

"My first kiss was at The Strand in 1969!"                           
- Cindy Wade 

"I remember going to The Strand many times from 
1952 to 1957 and riding around the square many 
times. I got a ticket for backing around the square - 
the wrong way!" - Ron Lynch 

"My husband and I had our first date in The Strand in 
September 1975. We were married in 1979 and as of 
2008, we have been married for 29 years."                        
- Kim and David Hary 

"I remember as a child the 10 am Tuesday summer 
matinee. I would work hard all week to catch lightning 
bugs and moths so that I could let them go in the 
movie and sit in the balcony and admire my work!"       
- Jac Greenlee 

"In the sixth grade, I was a member of the safety pa-
trol at Waterman Street Elementary. Every Saturday 
safety patrols were admitted to The Strand for free. 
My friends and I thought that was so neat!"                      
- Robin Gravitt 

"My sweet husband's first job was at The Strand. He 
lived a few blocks off the square and walked up there 
and swept the floor as a youngster...The reason he got 
a job at age ten was that he and his father got into an 
argument about the kind of tennis shoes his dad 
bought him. He wanted 'Pro Keds' so he went and got 
a job to earn the money to buy the shoes!"                        
- Mary Ansley Southerland 

"I celebrated my 12th birthday by seeing Gone with 
the Wind at The Strand, then eating dinner at Johnny 
Reb's, where Graham Jackson played 'Happy Birthday' 
to me on the piano and organ - at the same time!"        
- Carol Vien 
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The Strand  in 1935 

A Night at the Movies  
Staff Writer Manda Costoulas 

The Strand Theatre opened its doors on Septem-

ber 24, 1935.  That afternoon, the theatre 

screened Top Hat, a musical starring Fred Astaire 

and Ginger Rogers. All of Marietta turned out to 

this exciting event, and in doing so, became a 

part of the legacy of The Strand that still contin-

ues today. 

In 1935,  The Strand Theatre looked much like it 

does now.  The inscription on the face of the 

3ÔÒÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÄȡ Ȱ! ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ 

ÉÎ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÐÈÏÔÏÐÌÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÉÃÁÌ ÁÒÔÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ 

renovation of the façade and marquee reimag-

ined the original decor of the theatre, revitalizing 

an important 

structure that 

connects us to 

the history of our 

community.  The 

Strand was con-

structed during a 

nationwide 

boom in cinema 

beginning in the 

1910s and con-

tinuing until the 

1960s, the 

ȰÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÁÇÅȱ ÏÆ 

American film.  

Cinema was synonymous with modern techno-

ÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȟ ÁÎÄ Á ȰÍÏÖÉÅ ÐÁÌÁÃÅȟȱ ÌÉËÅ 4ÈÅ 

Strand Theatre in a community was an important 

source of pride.  But it was the link between the 

technology of film and the art of theatre that 

made movies so special, and made a night at the 

movies in 1935 an extravagant event.  

It is interesting to imagine what going to the 

movies was like in 1935, since going to the mov-

ies today is such a casual affair.  Films had a kind 

of novelty about them in that time that is difficult 

to visualize today.  Like today, movies were cur-

rent expressions of American cultural identity, 

ÂÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΩΦȭÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 

and ultimately one of the most lasting and suc-

cessful expressions of mass culture.  People in 

different cities across the country could watch 

the same movie at the same time, and, impor-

tantly, movies could be transmitted to large audi-

ences.  In fact, the audience at The Strand Thea-

ÔÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΩΦȭÓ ×ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ 

than it is today: The Strand 

originally held about a thou-

sand seats.   

Going to the movies when The 

Strand opened would have 

been a much more formal af-

fair, very much like going to 

the opera or the ballet today. 

People would wear fancy 

dress clothes, eager to appear in fashionable so-

ÃÉÅÔÙȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÊÅ×ÅÌÒÙ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ 

only differences: when the Strand opened in 

1935, a movie ticket would have only cost about a 

quarter! For many years, The Strand stood as a 

movie theatre, later changing hands and func-

tions through the years. Like the city in which it 

stands, The Strand has a diverse history. It has 

come out of disrepair and neglect to be restored 

to its former glory of a premier theatre. 

Today, the renovated Strand Theatre plays host 

to many different forms of art and community 

events. It is a 

venue not 

only for mov-

ies but for 

live plays, 

musicals, 

concerts, 

special 

events, and 

more. A full 

schedule of 

events can be 

found at 

www.EarlSmithStrand.org, or at the Strand Box 

Office at 770.293.0080 
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Top Hat  was the first movie screened 
at The Strand in 1935 

A water fountain in the 1935 Strand. Art 
Deco details like this were commonplace 
ÉÎ ÍÏÖÉÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅÓ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΨΦȭÓ ÁÎÄ 
ΩΦȭÓȢ )ÍÁÇÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ 
Museum.  

Going to the 
movies when 
The Strand 
opened would 
have been a 
much more for-
mal affair, very 
much like going 
to the opera or 
the ballet today.  
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Strand FAQ 
Q: Do you offer tours? 
A: Yes! Every Monday at 10 AM we offer our 
"Behind-the-Scenes Tour" for $5. 
 
Q: When can I look inside The Strand? 
A: The Strand is typically closed when there's not 
an event going on. As mentioned above, we have 
tours of The Strand on Monday mornings for $5. 
 
Q: When is your box office open? 
A: Our Box Office is open from 9 AM- noon and 1 
PM -4 PM Monday through Friday. 
 
Q: How can I found out what is happening at 
The Strand? 
A: There are several ways to stay in the loop: 

1) Our Upcoming Events Flyer is available 
outside the theatre. 
2) Our website is updated daily with 
events. 
3) Our Upcoming Events e-mail is released 
every week. To be added, please send an 
email to: friends@earlsmithstrand.org 
 

Q: How do I rent the theatre and/or event room? 
A: Please contact our events manager at 
770.293.0080. 
 
Q: How do I buy tickets? 
A: There are several ways to purchase tickets: 

1) By phone: 770.293.0080 
2) Online: www.EarlSmithStrand.org 
3) The Box Office: 117 North Park Square | 
Marietta, GA 30060, M-F (see hours above) 

 
Q: Are there volunteer positions available? 
A: Yes, to get involved with our volunteer/usher 
program please e-mail  
volunteer@earlsmithstrand.org. 
   
Q: Who is the Atlanta Lyric Theatre? 
A: In August 2008, The Atlanta Lyric Theatre an-
nounced its partnership with the Friends of the 
Strand, Inc. to relocate to the newly renovated 
Strand Theatre on the square in Marietta as the 
new performance home of Atlanta Lyric Theatre, 
the only local professional musical theatre com-
pany in the metro Atlanta area. The Lyric has a full 
season of theatre shows that are performed at The 
Strand. 

Directions 
Earl Smith Strand Theatre 
177 North Park Square Marietta, GA 30060 
 
The Strand is located on the north side of  the 
historic Marietta Square at the corner of 
Cherokee St. and North Park Sq.  
 
Going north on 75  
Get off on exit 263 toward Marietta and merge 
onto South Marietta Parkway. After 2.8 miles, 
take a right onto Atlanta Road. After 0.4 miles, 
The Strand Theatre will be on your left at the 
northeast corner of the historic Marietta Square. 
 
Going south on 75  
Get off on exit 265 and take a right onto North 
Marietta Parkway. After 1.4 miles, take a left onto 
Church Street.  After 0.4 miles, take a left onto 
North Park Square. The Strand Theatre will be on 
your left at the northeast corner of the historic 
Marietta Square. 
 
From the Big Chicken at Cobb Parkway & Ros-
well Rd Go west on Roswell Road toward Mari-
etta. After 1.7 miles take a right onto East Park Sq. 
and The Strand Theatre will be on your left at the 
northeast corner of the historic Marietta Square. 
 
From Barrett Parkway and Dallas Highway 
Go east on Dallas Hwy. toward Marietta. After 1.5 
miles, Dallas Hwy. turns into Whitlock Ave. Con-
tinue for 2.7 miles until you run into the Marietta 
Square. Take a left onto East Park Square. The 
Strand Theatre will be on your left at the north-
east corner of the historic Marietta Square. T
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The Strand is Soooo Social 

Join our FB group, follow us on Twitter, or check in to Earl Smith Strand Theatre on Foursquare! 

 

Twitter: StrandMarietta        Facebook Group: I Love The Strand Theatre! 
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Strand to Retire 
Construction Debt 
in Four Years  with  
Community  
Support    
Staff Writer Christy Rosell 

The Friends of the Strand Board 
of Directors announced an ag-
gressive plan to repay its $2 mil-
lion construction loan within 
four to five years. As of October 
1, The Strand had achieved 51% 
of its annual $400,000 goal by 
raising and paying its lender 
ΓΨΦΪȟέΫΦȢ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈ 
goal is $500,000 by year-end.  

Ȱ4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ 
faith in our project from thou-
sands of individuals and busi-
nesses, the theatre is now a real-
ity that is the pride of the Mari-
ÅÔÔÁ 3ÑÕÁÒÅȦȱ ÓÁÉÄ 3ÔÒÁÎÄ #ÁÐÉÔÁÌ 
Campaign Chair Gene Weeks. 
Ȱ4Ï ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÒÅȭÓ ÓÕÃȤ

cess and availability to the peo-
ple of Cobb County, we need 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȢ 7ÅȭÖÅ 
already started seeing a renewal 
in donations from businesses 
like AT&T and Atlanta Gas Light, 
and I am confident we will reach 
ÏÕÒ ÇÏÁÌȢȱ  

Weeks was named capital cam-
paign chair in August of 2010. 
He has been a member of the 
board since 2005 and has been 
responsible for raising thou-
sands of dollars in cash and in-
kind donations for The Strand. 
He revealed that in the last quar-
ter of the year, the fundraising 
team plans to raise approxi-
mately $200,000 to $300,000 in 
cash by: 1. Collecting $138,000 
in outstanding pledges; 2. Rais-
ing $10,000-$110,000 in new 
major donations; 3. Raising a 
remaining balance of $37,000 
through the $60 Grand for The 
Strand Team Fundraiser. 

The capital cam-
paign committee 
includes members 
Bob Ash, Otis 
Brumby, David 
Hankerson, Kim 
Gresh, Steve Im-
ler, Sam Kelly, 
Christy Rosell, 
Earl Reece, Earl 
Smith, GA Sen. 
Doug Stoner, 
Gene Weeks, and 
Public Service 
Commissioner 
Stan Wise. 

Headed by 
Kim Gresh 
and Mary Kar-
ras, the $60 
Grand for The 
Strand Cam-
paign seeks to 
raise $60,000 
through a 
team effort 
where each 
team member 
will raise a 
minimum of $2,500. More infor-
mation on this campaign is avail-
able on page 15.   

The Earl Smith Strand Theatre 
opened the doors to a newly 
renovated multi-use performing 
and event facility after an exten-
sive $5.7 million restoration in 
January of 2009. Though the 
board raised $3.7 million in cash 
and materials donations, it had 
to borrow $2 million to com-
plete the project and open the 
theatre. Revenues from ticket 
and concession sales and thea-
ter and event space rentals have 
not only allowed The Strand to 
break even operationally, but to 
cover the $8,000 loan interest 
on a monthly basis.  

The Strand accepts donations of 
any size mailed to Friends of The 
Strand at PO Box 4186, Mari-
etta, GA 30061 or over the 
phone at 770-293-0080. The 
Friends of The Strand is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization and 
gifts may be tax deductible.  
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AT&T Georgia representatives Don Barbour and Pat 
Wingo presented a $10,000 gift to Strand director Earl 
Reece on Oct. 1, 2010.  

Gene Weeks took the 
ÒÅÉÎÓ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȭÓ 
capital campaign in 
August.  

AT&T Donates 
$10,000 to Save 
Strand 
AT&T presented The Strand 
with a $10,000 check toward its 
campaign to raise $400,000 by 
the end of 2010.  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÁÒÌ 
Smith Strand Theatre has been 
ÔÒÅÍÅÎÄÏÕÓȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ $ÏÎ "ÁÒÂÏÕÒȟ 
regional director for AT&T. 
Ȱ!4Ǫ4 ÉÓ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ 
Earl Smith Strand Theatre and 

the Save The Strand Campaign 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ΓΧΦȟΦΦΦȢȱ 

The telecommunications com-
pany has supported the restora-
tion of the Strand Theatre since 
the beginning of the effort in 
2002, including the campaign 
that ultimately resulted in the 
theatre being named The Earl 
Smith Strand Theatre. In 2008, 
the company made a $50,000 
ȬÎÁÍÉÎÇ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȭ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 
name what is now known as the 
AT&T Box Office at The Strand. 
Overall, AT&T has donated 
$70,000 to the theatre as well as 

sponsoring various events.  

Ȱ7Å ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÏȤ
ration of this important land-
mark would support economic 
development as part of a revital-
ÉÚÅÄ ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁȟȱ 
"ÁÒÂÏÕÒ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ!ÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ 
community leadership and sup-
port, the Strand is a great new 
asset for not only downtown 
Marietta, but also Cobb County 
and the entire region. We look 
forward to our continued part-
ÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÎÄȢȱ  


